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shi vamahi ma stotra ( pushhpadanta )

.. Ai pgant: ev:rec:t:éeS:v:mehmn: st:&m L.

shrl shi vamahi ma stotramh
Send corrections to S . V. Ganesan, deepa@i ac. net

Introduction, transliteration, and translation by
Devendraray V . Bhatt and S . V . Ganesan

I ntroduction:

The Shiva Mahima Stotra is very popul ar anong the devotees of Lord Shiva
and is considered one of the best anobng all Stotras (or Stutis) offered to
Lord Shiva . The | egend about the circunstances |eading to the conposition
of this Stotra is as foll ows.

A king named Chitraratha had constructed a nice garden . There were
beautiful flowers in this garden . These flowers were used every day by the
ki ng in worshipping Lord Shiva.

One day a Gandharva (Singer in the court of Indra, the Lord of the Heaven)
naned Pushhpadanta being fascinated by the beautiful flowers, began to steal
them as a consequence of which king Chitraratha could not offer flowers to
Lord Shiva . He tried very hard to capture the thief, but in vain, because
t he Gandharvas have divine power to remain invisible.

Finally the king spread the Shiva Nirmaalya in his garden . Shiva

Ni rmaal ya consists of the Bilva | eaves, flowers, et cetera which

have been used in worshipping Lord Shiva . The Shiva Nirmaalya is

consi dered holy.

The thi ef Pushhpadanta, not knowi ng this, wal ked on the Shiva Nirnaal ya,
and by that he incurred the wath of Lord Shiva and | ost the divine power
of invisibility . He then designed a prayer to Lord Shiva for forgiveness.
In this prayer he sung the greatness of the Lord.

This very prayer became well known as the " Shiva Mahima Stotra'.

Lord Shiva becane pleased by this StotraM and returned Pushhpadanta's

di vi ne powers.

The | egend has sone basis since the nane of the author is nentioned

in verse nunber 38 of the stotraM. The recital of this stotra is very
beneficial,

and Shri Ramakri shna, one of the fampbus saints of the nineteenth century,
went into sanmadhi just by reciting a few verses fromthis hym.

Let its recitation be beneficial to you as well!

T nmH eS:vay: ..

.. AT: Ai eS:v:mehmn:st::&n: L.
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m:ehmn:H p:arét:é: rmev:d\léy:Yes:d&:i
st:@h:@adinamep: t:dv:s:Asstvey: egirH .
AT:a]viacy:H s:v:B svmet:permaN:avieD: g:&n T

m:m:apy:© st &Mr en:rp:viadH peerkrH .. 1..

O Lord Shiva, renover of all types of miseries, what wonder is there, if
the prayer to you, chanted by one who is ignorant about your greatness, is
wort hl ess! Because, even the utterance ( speech ) of Brahmaa and ot her gods
is not able to fathomyour nerits ( ie, greatness ).

Hence, if persons with

very limted intellect ( and | amone of them) try to offer you a prayer,
their attenpt deserve your special favour . If it is so, | should not be an
exception . Hence, (thinking like this ) | begin this prayer

AtitH p:dan:6tv: c: mehma via ™ nisiy:®
At:¥4Pav:qy:a y:6c.ekt:m:eB:D: TIOA@rep: .

s: ksy: st:®vyH ketev:D:g:¥ ksy: ev:\iy:H
p:da@vvad.in:d:tet: n: mnH ksy: n: vicH .. 2..

O Geat God, so great is your majesty that it cannot be reached by speech
and mind . Even the Vedas al so, having becone surprised, confirmyour
greatness by only saying "Neti', "Neti' (not this, not this) while
describing you . Who can praise this type of greatness of yours? Wth how
many qualities is it conmposed? Wose subject of description can it be ? And
yet even then whose m nd and speech are not attached to your this new
Saguna form ? (2)

m:D:&Bit:a viac:H p:rmm:&den:em:tiv:tH

tv: b:8n Bkovagep: s:eFe®.amy:p.dm L

m:m: tv:&adv:aN:iOg: XX T:n:p:ed B:v:t:H

p:m:ity: T:§esm:n D€ T:n: h:@vy:ies:ta .. 3..

O Paranmmatnmaa (Geatest Soul), as you are the very creator of speech of
the Vedas, which is |ike highest type of nectar and as sweet as honey, how
can even the speech of Brahaspati (Guru, or spiritual guide of gods)
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surprise you ? (ie, the speech of even Brahaspati is worthless before you).
O, Destroyer of Three Cities of the denobns, thinking that ny speech may
beconme purified by this act, my intellect (Buddhi) has becone prepared to
sing your greatness . (3)

tvAy:dy: I jgddy:rxa) Ly K& T
*y.iv:st: Gy st det: + PGB s @i XA
AB:vy:anamesmn: W:rd rmN:iy:amrmN:io

ev.hnt:6dy a2 ®icev.dD:t: En&Aj:ReD:yH .. 4..

O G ver of Boons, your greatness is the cause of creation, maintenance,

and destruction of the whole universe; this is supported by three Vedas

(ie, Rigveda, Yajurveda, and Saamaveda); it is distributed in the three
qualities (ie, Satva, Rajas and Tamas) and three bodies (of Brahmaa, VishhNu
and Mahesha). Such is your greatness but certain stupid persons in this
world are trying to destroy it by slander, which may be delightful to them
but is really undelightful . (4)

ekmihH ekéayH s: K:1:@km:g&dy.es*:B: €0
ekm:aD:ar:d:at:a s:qet: ekmgAdan: Eet: c: .
At:Vygy:@vyynvs:r disT:nteD:y:H

Kkt $y:okadAt: IKZryet: m:Bay: j.gtH .. 5..

If the Paranmatnaa (the Greatest Soul) creates the three worlds (ie, the
whol e Universe), what is his gesture ? Wiat is his body ? Wiat is his plan
? What is his basis (support)? Wat are his neans (instrunents,resources) ?
These are the usel ess questions raised by sone stupid critics, in order to
m sl ead peopl e, against one (i.e., you) who always renains inconpatible to
senses . (5)

Aj:nman:d::BeH ekmvy:vivint:§ep: j:g:tad
AcD:Aat:aréelkB:vevieD:rn:adéy: Bviet: .
ANiS:da kigad B:@ j:nn:dkH perkr:d
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y:t:dnundastviad) ty:mrvir s:6:8t: Ema. 6..

O Best O The Gods, are the seven Lokas (It is believed that there are
seven worlds in this Universe, nanely, Bhool oka, Bhuvarl oka, Svargal oka,
Mahar | oka, Janal oka, Tapal oka, and Satyal oka) unborn ? Was the birth of

the Universe independent of its Lord (ie, You) ? If it was so, then what
were the means by which it was created that the stupid critics are creating
doubts about you? (ie, you are the only creater of the whole

Uni ver se). (6)

*yi s:aENoy:H p:S:Edtm:t:ov:EN:v:em:et:
)eB: A sT:an::remdm:dH p:Tyemet: c: .
, C:in:adv:ec:*y:ad§:kBX 1 n:an:ap:T:j XG0
n:Bam:B:.Qy:my:stvimes: py:s:amN:it Ev: .. 7..

The different practices based on the three Vedas, SaMhya, Yoga,

Pashupat a- mat a, Vai shhNava-nmata etc . are but different paths (to

reach to the Greatest Truth) and people on account of their different
aptitude choose fromthem whatever they think best and deserved to be
accepted . But as the sea is the final resting place for all types of
streans , You are the only reaching place for all people whichever
pat h, strai ght or zigzag, they may accept . (7)

m:h:dH K:XWlag op:rS: €8y :n:0B:sm: PeN:n:H
kp:al:6c:6y:Tiv: vird tn*:@krNim L
s:@bt:astam:ér-odD:et: t:@Bv:» DeN:eht:ad

n: eh svatmaram:Gev:\;y:mgt:8:a B:@yet: .. 8..

O G ver of the Boons, the bull, the parts of a cot, chisel, the

el ephant - skin, Ashes, the serpent, the skull : these are the articles of

your house-hold . And yet gods get all their riches nerely by the novenent

of your eye-brows . Really, false desires for worldly things do not deceive (
mslead ) one who is always is absorbed in his soul ( ie, the Yogi- in fact
You ). (8)

http://mww.hsce.net/sanskrit/jaguar/xdvng/shivamahi.html 5/13/99



shivamahimna stotra ( pushhpadanta) Page 5 of 16

D:@DkeAt: B.v:ts: K L:m:p: rstv:D:@m:do
p:r:d:@y:a|D:@y:y:get: g:det: vy:stev\y:d

s:m:st: §py:Eesm:n:; :EBT:n: t:évésm:t: Ev:

st Bj:Eé: tvatn: K:1:@n:@aa mrta .. 9..

O Destroyer O ( Three ) Cities, sone persons call this Universe eternal

( ever lasting), others call it tenporary, and yet others call it both
eternal and tenporary . Hence, being surprised ( perplexed ) by these
contradictory opinions on this subject, | amreally beconm ng i mbdest in
| oquaci ously praising You . (9)

tv:Ay:dy:tnad W:dickr evereWc:hérrD:H
p:ercCoggat:aven: L:m:n:1:sknD:v:p: & .
tt:deVt:Ata -Brg:- g:hi» WacegeerS: y:it: T
sv.y:6t:sT:c:aBy:adt:v: ekm:n:fh:0P Let: .. 10..

Brahnma and Vi shhNu wanted to neasure your wealth i.e.greatness . You took
the formof Fire and your whol e body was a colum of fire extendi ng over
space . While Brahma took the formof a swan and flew high to see the
top(head), VishhNu took the formof a boar and dug up downwards to see the
bottom (feet). Neither could succeed. (Wile VishhNu confessed the truth,
Brahna fal sely claimed that he had found the top and persuaded the Ket aki
flower to bear fal se witness. Shiva puni shed Brahma by renoving one of his 5
heads and ordered that henceforth the Ketaki flower should not be used for
his worship).Wen ultimately both praised you with full devotion and faith,
you stood before themrevealing your normal form. O nountain-dweller, does
not toeing your line always bear fruit? (10)

Avy:tniadas:a¥z e*:Bdmv.ovy.et:kro
dS:asy:&:hisB:& - rN:KNRY p:rv:San L
eS:rHp: VAN - rec:t:c:rN:amB:&h -b:11d
esT:ray:astv:» Vt:&*:p:ehr ev:sPf tremdm L. 11..

Ch, destroyer of the three cities! The effortl ess achi evenent of the
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ten-headed Ravana in naking the three worlds enenyl ess( havi ng conquered)

and his arrant eagerness for further fight by stretching his arns, are but

the result of his constant devotion to your |otus feet at which he ever

laid the lotus garland consisting of his 10 heads! (11)

ANGH tvitsér - s:meD:g:t:s:aroB.§¥:n:0

b:1:at; Bkd:as: §op: tv:deDv:s:t::ev:iA#my:tH .
AlBy:apat:al:§py:1:s:cel:t:af. 886 res:

det:Aa tvyyasid D@t st K 1H .. 12..

Havi ng obtained all his prowess through worshipping you, RavaNa once dared
to test the power of his arms at your own dwelling place(Kailas
Mountain). Wen he tried to lift it up, you just noved a toe of your foot
on a head of his and |o! Ravana could not find rest or peace even in the
nether-world . Surely, power nmaddens the wicked . Finally RavaNa
reestablished his faith in you . (12)

y.déros: &N d.rd prm:&:oep: s:tiid
AD:A#b:aNH perjin:ev:D:de*:B.EH .
n: tecc:*:6tesmn; Werves:ter tv.cc:rNy:i®

n: ksy:apy:@By:.0B:vet: eS:rs:stvyyvinetH .. 13..

Ch boon-giver! BaaNa, the denon king nade all the three worlds serve him
with all their attendants and even the greatest wealth of Indra was a
trifle for him. It was not a surprise at all, since he “dwelt' in your
feet; who does not rise in life by bowing his head to you?

AkaNR- b:BaNR - xiy:ciekt:- déhs: EBpia

ev:D:dsy:a] | s:iid Wes*niy:n: ev:\:os:@:vitH .

s: kIma\H kNY@&:v: n: kKUt:a: eAymh:d

ev.kar:§ep: SL:aCy:: B -By:-Br-vy:sennH .. 14..

When the ocean was being churned by the gods and denons for
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“anRit.h' (nectar),various objects came forth: at one point, there energed

the kAl akUTa' poi son which threatened to consune everything . The gods as

well as the denpns were stunned at the prospect of the entire universe

coming to an end, O three-eyed lord, who is ever conpassi onate and engaged

in removing the fear of the world, you took it(poison) on yourself by

consuming it . (On Parvati's holding Shiva's throat at that point, the

poi son froze blue there itself and Shiva becane "neel akanTha'). It is

strange that this stain in your neck, though appearing to be a defornmty,

actually adds to your richness and personality . (14)

Aes:TaTaln:a Vvec:dep: s:déms:€hro

en:v:t:iit: Adn:ty:0j:g:et: jey:n:dy:sy: evieS:KiaH .

s: p:Sy:AlS: tvaemt:rs:€FaD:arN:mB:HT

sm:rH smt:iy:atma n: eh vieS:\:@dTy:H peerB:vH .. 15..

The cupid' s(love-god “manmatha's) (flower) arrows never return
unacconpl i shed whether the victins were gods or denobns or nen . However O
mast er! he has now becone just a renenbered soul (wthout body), since he

| ooked upon you as any other ordinary god, shot his arrow and got burnt to
ashes,in no tinme . Insulting, nmasters (who have controlled their senses),
does one no good . (15)

m:hi p:adaG:at:ad W:Qet: s:hs:a s:6:y:p:d6

p:dGev:\N:: By d B: §2 -perG- ,gN:- g -gNim I
m: k9.8 &Ty: 0y aty:en:B:& - J:Xa- t:aeRt:- t:Xa
J:g:dQay:Otv:on:Xes: n:n:Gdam:d ev:B:ED .. 16..

You dance for protecting the world, but strangely, your glorious act
appears to produce the opposite result in that the earth suddenly struck by
your dancing feet doubts that it is coming to an end; even VishhNu's domain
is shaken in fear when your nace like arns bruise the planets; the godly
region feels miserable when its banks are struck by your agitated matted

| ocks (of hair)! (16)

evy: p:i tara g:N:.-g:@Bt: - Pfi:én: - ,ecH
Yvah:@arady:H p:at:1:G:EAH eS:res: 1.8
J:g:dFp:akaroy:1eD:v:Ly:ot:8® kéemet:
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An:e:ABD:&mehm: edvy:6tv: vipiA. 17..

The divine river flows extensively through the sky and its charmis
enhanced by the illum nation of the foam by the groups of stars . (Brought
down to the earth by the King Bhagiratha by propitiating Lord Shiva and
known as Ganga) it creates many islands and whirlpools on the earth . The
sane turbulent river appears like a nere droplet of water on your head.
This itself shows how | ofty and divine your body(form is!

rTH x:Bi y:nta S:t:D:ét:rg.@@:n.ev:o
rTacficnd@:yrT:  -cirN-paeNH S:r Eet: .
edD:x::€Y: A §y:Ge*:p: D Em:aRmb:r ev:eD:H

ev:D:B #ZiRnty:d: K:1:@rt:n*.aH )B:éy:H .. 18..

When you wanted to burn the three cities, you had the earth as the chariot,
Brahma as the charioteer,the Meru nountain as the bow, the sun and the noon
as the parts of the chariot and VishhNu hinsel f(who holds the
chariot-wheeel in his hand -Sudarshan chakra?), as the arrow . Wy this
denonstrative show when you as the dictator of everything, could have done
the job as a trifle? The Lord's greatness is not dependent on anybody or
anything . ( Incidentally there is a view that the burning of the three
cities would refer to the burning of three kinds of bodies of nan i.e.
“sthU a sharlra', “sUkshma sharlra' and "kAraNa sharlra').

herst:&:ah+0km:1: bel:maD:ay: p:dy::®
y:dB:B:esm:n: Bn.j :m: @ r A8km: 1:m L

it B Vty: G perN:etm:s:Oc:#v:pCh
*y:aN:abrx:ay:0e*p:@r  juaget:0fg:tam L. 19..

Vi shhNu once brought 1000 | otuses and was placing themat your feet;

after placing 999 flowers he found that one was m ssing; he plucked out one

of his own eyes and offered it as a lotus; this suprene exenplification of

devotion on his part was transforned into the wheel (sudarshana chakra) in

hi s hand, which he uses for protecting the world . (19)

#1:05: 1 ag: OKv:mes: P Ly @S#t:@0:a0

http://mww.hsce.net/sanskrit/jaguar/xdvng/shivamahi.html 5/13/99



shivamahimna stotra ( pushhpadanta) Page 9 of 16

V. km:i)Dv:st:6P Let: p:MaraD:nmad
At:stvabsm)xy. #tx@P 1:.dan: - )et:B:d
AZHALao0:Dv:a daperkrH kmégpnH .. 20..

You ensure that there is a connection between cause and effect and hence
when nen performa sacrifice they obtain good results . O herwi se how can
there be future result for a past action? Thus on seeing your power in
rewar di ng peopl e performng sacrificial worship, with good results, nen
believe in Vedas and firnly engage thenselves in various

wor shi pful acts . (20)

ey.adx::@lx:H #t&dt:rD:iS:stn:Ehad
2\iN:amaetv:giy:6S:rN:d s:dsy:aH s:& -g:N:aH .
#tEDstv:TH #t2: - ev:D:an:- vy:s:en:n:H
D:EBkt:&B1a ev:D:EeB:c:aray: eh mKaH .. 21..

Al'l the sane, O Protector . though you exert to reward all sacrifices . those
done without faith in you becone counter-productive, as exenplified in the
case of the sacrifice perfornmed by Daksha; Daksha was well-versed in the

art of sacrifices and hinself the Lord of Creation; besides, he was the
chief perforner: the great nmharishis were the priests and the various gods
were the participants! (Daksha did not invite Shiva and insulted him
greatly; thus enraged, Shiva destroyed the sacrifice and Daksha

t 00). (21)

) j:anaT:6n:aT: )s:B:m:eB:kosvaddeht:ro
g:t:0r:éd B:Uacerrmey \: @y sy: vip:@@ .

D:n: BN atiGedv:mep: s:p:*:ak&m:m:6>

*.sint:Ot: §aep: ty: et n: m@vy:aD:rB:isH .. 22..

O Protector! Once Brahma becane infatuated with his own daughter . Wen she
fled taking the formof a fenale deer he also took the formof a nale deer
and chased her . You took the formof a hunter and went after him with a
bow in hand . Struck by your arrow and very nuch frightened, Brahnma fled to
the sky taking the formof a star . Even today he stands frightened by

you . (22)
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sv:L:av:Ny:aS:6:a D:&D:nGEay: tRv:tT
0:€B pl:A&BdAMa p:ET:n: p:\Ehy EHep: .
yeed s*Bodd ymen:rt: - dBWD:U - G:Xn:at: T
Aveét: tvam3a bit: vird mgla y: by H .. 23..

O destroyer of the three cities! Boon-giver! Practitioner of austerities!
Before the very eyes of Parvati, you reduced Manmatha (the god of Ilove) to
ashes,the nonent he tried to arouse passion in you for Parvati, by

shooting his famous flower arrows . Even after witnessing this, if Parvati,
thinks that you are attracted by her physical charm on the basis of your
sharing half the body with her, certainly wonen are under self-

del usion . (23)

Sm:S:an:®:a#tiRa smrhr ep:S:ac:aH s:hc:rad
ec:t:a-B:ismal:@d +gep: nkr:&  -perkrH .
Amaly:6S:il:6tv: Bv.t:@amameK:1:0

tT:aep: smt:Eadv:rd pirmomal:mes: .. 24..

O boon giver! O destroyer of Cupid! You play in the burning ghats . your
friends are the ghosts . Your body is sneared with the ashes of the dead
bodies . Your garland is of human skulls . Every aspect of your character is
thus inauspicious . Let it be . It does not natter . Because, with all these
known oddness, you are quick to grant all auspicious things to the people
who just think of you . (It is interesting to note here that in his Devi
apar aadha kshamApana stotra Shankaracharya says that, despite his poor and
defi ci ent possessions, Shiva got the power to grant boons entirely because
because of his having taken the hand of Parvathi in narriage; in the

previ ous shl oka, Pushhpadanta calls it naive on the part of Parvati, if she
thinks that Shiva is attracted by her charm sinply because he is sharing
hal f the body with her.This dichotony etc . is due to the customthat when a
particular lord is to be extolled, the other gods are to be belittled to
sone extent). (24)

mnH )ty: K Ec:qicS:ev.D:mev:D:ay:aql -m:, tH

YAy d@NH Ymd -sel:1:E:cet: -dSH .
y:dal:@y:al ad6Ed Ev: en:m:jy:am:&m:y: &
dD:ty:nt:st:q¥:Gekm:ep: y:emn:st:t; Bkl Bvan: L. 25..
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The great yogis regulate their breath, control and still their mnd, |ook
inward and enjoy the bliss with their hair standing on edge and eyes filled
with tears of joy . It looks as though they are inmersed in nectar . That
bliss which they see in their heart and exult thus, is verily

you Yoursel f! (25)

tvm:kstv:6s:@stvimes: pvin:stv:ohth:hH
tv:map:stv:ovy::® tv.m:@reN:ratma tviemet: c: .
pierecCAmdstvey: perN:t:a eb:B:@: eg:ro

n: ev:vst:qy.ov:y.em:h t:@t:'iv:('jn: B:vies: .. 26..

You are the sun, the nmoon, the air, the fire, the water, the

sky(ether/space), and the earth (the five elenents or "bhUtA s). You are

the Self which is ommipresent . Thus peopl e describe in words every

attribute as yours . On the other hand, | do not know any fundanental

principle or thing or substance, which you are not! (26)

xyiicet:+: & &lies* B @ T &S:inep: s: @ T
Akaraysuiliés*:eB: reB:dD:t IiN:év: keét: .

t. €. 6t::am: Dv:en:eB:rv:, nD:an:m:N:€BH

s:m:st:- vy:st:6tv:adS:rN:d g:Baty:é@et: pdm L. 27..

O grantor of refuge and protection! The word "OM consists of the three
letters "a', "u" and "m. It refers to the three Vedas(R k, YajuH and
SAmm), the three states (Jaagrat.h, Swapna, and sushhupti-awakened,

dream ng and sl eeping),the three worl ds(BhUH, bhuvaH and suvaH) and the
three gods (Brahma, VishhNu and Mahesha).Ilt refers to you yourself both
through the individual letters as well as collectively; in the latter form
(i.e . the total word "OM) it refers to your omnipresent absolute nature,
as the fourth state of existence i.e “turlyaM (sleep-like yet awakened and
alert state, as a fully- drawn bow). (27)

B:vH Sivi:d, dDp:S:e8t: rT::@Ds:hm:han: T
t:T:a B:im:&an:aev:et: y:deB:D:an:aAkem:dm: 1.
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Angin Dty:BO)ev.cret: dd A@rep:
e)y:ay:asm:Ddamn:deN:eht: -n:msy:.§esm: Bv:t:d. 28..

| salute you as the dear abode of the foll owi ng 8 nanes: bhava, sharva,
rudra, pashupati, ugra, sahamahAn.h, bhiim, and |shaana; the "~Vedas' also
di scusses individually about these nanes . (28)

nm:a:@Aay: e)y:dv: dev:Aay: c: nmH

nmH x:@Aay: smrhr mehAay: c: nmH .
nm:de\:Bay: exny:n: yev:iAay: ¢ nimH

nmH s:v:@mot:deddmet:s:viay c: nmH .. 29..

O destroyer of Cupid! O the three-eyed one! Salutations to you, who is
the forest-lover, the nearest and the farthest; the minutest and the

bi ggest, the oldest and the youngest; salutations to you who is everything
and beyond everyt hi ng! (29)

b:hl - rj:s:@v:A:6:qEoB:v:ay: nm::mH
do: k- tms:&:t B:Bardray: nm:dmH .
Joni- SIKKECS: V@I om:Ray: n:m::é:m:H
dm:hes: p:.dan:s*:.geAdS:vay: nm:d:mH .. 30..

Salutations to you in the name of ' Bhava' in as much as you create the world by
taking the “rajas' as the dom nant quality; salutations to you in the nane

of "Hara' in as nmuch as you destroy the world by taking the "tamas' as the
dom nant quality; salutations to you in the name of "MRiDa', in as much as

you maintain and protect the world by taking “satva' as the doni nant

quality . Again salutations to you in the name of Shiva in as nmuch as you are
beyond the above-nentioned three qualities and are the seat of the suprene
bliss . (30)

Kk&: -perNet:- c:&H VI:®v:Sy:.6Vv: c:@
VW ¢ tv: g siim:®he¥ nii SAdELH .
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Eet: cekt:mmndikéy: m:aoB:eVt:raD:ad T
vird crNy:éudavy: -p@eharm L. 31..

O, boon-giver! | was very perplexed to sing your praise considering ny

little awareness and afflicted mnd vis-a-vis your ever increasing

limtless quality; however, ny devotion to you made ne set aside this

diffidence and place these floral lines at your feet . (3:

Aes:t-eger- smésy:at: IKKj j:1:6es:nD: D -p:a*:d
s t,v.r-Saka LRni p:*myau.

el:K:et: yed g:hitvia S:arda s:v:kal:0

t:dep: tiv: g:EnamiS: p:aron: yaet: .. 32..

O great naster! Even, if one were to assune that the blue nountain , the
ocean, the heavenly tree and the earth are the ink,the ink-pot, the pen and
the paper respectively and the goddess of learning (Saraswati) herself is
the witer,she will not be able to reach the frontiers of your

gr eat ness, however | ong she were to wite! (32)

As:@ s n@nd@ctisy@dU  -m:dd
g::t: - g:Eehnn:An:g: BBy Brsy: .
s:kb:- giN:- vier AH p:@xdnt:aeB:D:an:H

,ecrm: LG st:&nécckar .. 33..

The best one anpong all groups(Gandharva?), Pushhpadanta by nane, conposed
this charm ng hymm in none too short netres, in praise of the great lord
who wears the moon in his head(Shiva), who is worshipped and glorified by
all denobns, gods and sages and who is beyond all attributes and

forms . (33)

Ahrhrnv:so:. pRdst: et T
p:Yet: p:rmB:Vty:a S:85-ec:H p:@hn WH .
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s: Bveet: eS:v: 1B, dOBst:T:a| *:
YC:Ebr -Dinay:Ep:Ban: Kiet:itakk .. 34..

Whoever reads this faultless hymm of Shiva daily, with pure mnd and great
devotion, ultimately reaches Shiva's donmamin and becones equal to him in
this world, he is endowed with children, great wealth,

long life and fane . (34)

m:h&alep:r:a&iddehmn::M:ap:ra St:E@H .
AG: 8L rdnn*:daest: t:Y:60:@0p:rm L. 35..

There is no God higher than Mahesha; there is no hymm better than this one.
There is no "mantra' greater than "OM and there is no truth or principle
beyond one's teacher/spiritual guide . (35)

dix:a dan:ot:p:st:iT:Gwan:0y:ag:aedkaH e#ty:aH .
mehmn:st:v: paYsy: kl:aonahént: \:BS:im L. 36..

Initiation(into spiritual devel opnent), charity, penance,

pil grimge, spiritual know edge and religious acts |ike sacrifices are not
capabl e of yielding even one-sixteenth of the return that will result from
the reading of this hym . (36)

k&IBIS:n: - n:ama s:v:i- g:nD:v:- raj:H
S:eS:Dirvir-m:d:@dddsy. dasH .

s: K:1:@:j: -mehmn::0 Ovaasy: r&at: T
st.vn:emdm:ka\:id Bdvy: -edvy:6meehmn:H .. 37..

Kusunadant a( equi val ent of Pushhpadanta) was the king of all Gandharvas and
he was a devotee of the Lord of lords, Shiva, who wears the baby noon (with
a fewdigits only) in his head . He fell fromhis glorious position due to
Shiva's wath at his msconduct . It was then that the Gandharva conposed
this hym which is the nost divine . (37)

http://mww.hsce.net/sanskrit/jaguar/xdvng/shivamahi.html 5/13/99



shivamahimna stotra ( pushhpadanta) Page 15 of 16

SEFCMeBp gy svigi  -mdkK - h&D
p:Yet: yed mnogH daWj:el:n:ady: -c:€H .
viget: eSiv: - simip:6ek Arb st:im:an:H
stov:nzem:dm:m::@dp: @dnt)N:itm L. 38..

If an aspirant for heaven and |iberation, worships Shiva,the teacher of
gods, at first and then reads this unfailing hym, conposed by
Pushhpadanta, with fol ded hands and si ngl e-m ndedness, he attains Shiva's
abode, being praised by "kinnaras'(a group of sem -gods known for their
singing talent). (38)

A:s:mapt:em:dost:: &6:kA0g:nD:v:U -Bae\:tm T

An:pimy:omn:Brer s:viiiArvN:im L. 39..

Here ends this neritorious,charmng and i nconparable hym, uttered by the
Gandharva, all in description of the great master . (39)

Ety:® via " y:i pgha AimcCer -pady:d.
Aepitia D dE®SH )iy:t:atm:S:daeS:viH .. 40..

Thus, this worship in the formof words, is dedicated at the feet of Shri
Shankara; may the ever-auspicious |ord of the gods be
pl eased with this . (40)

tv: tf:on: jianaem: Kid&:§es: mh&r .
y:ad&: §ps: mhadd tad&ay: nm:admH .. 41..

I do not know the truth of your nature and how you are . O great God! M
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Salutations are to that nature of yours of which you really are .

Okkal:te¥kal:ov:a ex:kal:6y:H p:YBrH .
s.v:fiap: -eveen:m@H eS:v: 1::Binhiy:t.a. 42..

Whoever reads this once, twice or thrice (in a day) revels in the donain of
Shiva, bereft of all sins . (42)

Ai pxgant: -mk>-p:¢j-enig:tid
st & ekelb\: -hr® hr -e)y:d .
KNYesT:t:® peYt:D s:maeht:®

S: )Nt B:viet: B:tipetmb®H .. 43..

This hym which is dear to Shiva, has enmerged out of the lotus-like nouth

of Pushhpadanta and is capable of renoving all sins . May the lord of all

bei ngs becone greatly pleased with anyone who has | earnt this by heart

and/ or reads or recalls this with single-m ndedness! (43)

.. Eet: Ai pg@nt: ev:rec:t:éeS:v:m:ehmn:H
st:&3s:maptm L.
Thus ends the "shivamahi ma hymm' conposed by Pushhpadant a.

This docunent is fromthe Sanskrit Docunents site.
Pl ease send corrections to sanskrit@heerful.com
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