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paJNchaaksharamantra stotra

A Shivastotra by Shankar AchArya

by Anand Hudl i
ahudl i @ upucs. i upui . edu

The term Shiva neans "~ “auspicious. '' The God Shiva is
al | -auspi ci ousness . The mantra nanaH Shi vAya, used

to offer salutations to Shiva, is an effective

prayer to propitiate Shiva . This mantra appears in
many places in Vedic and Puranic literature.

For exanple, the famous shrl Rudram hymm fromthe

Yaj ur Veda, conmmonly enployed to performthe worship

of the Shiva linga, says:NmH eS:viay. C: .

The dAridrya dahana stotra of Vasi shhTha says:

daerddbR - dhn:ay: n:mH eSvay: .

Salutations to Shiva who burns up the grief caused
by poverty! Here poverty does not necessarily nean
material poverty; it also nmeans spiritual poverty.

Thi s pa.nchAkshara (five syllabled) mantra namaH Shi vAya

is sonetinmes called the mlla mantra or basic mantra

of Shiva . Each of the five syllables, na, ma, shi, vA, and
ya, is held to be so sacred that it represents Shiva even
by itself.

The following i s the ShivapanchAkshara stotra conposed by

Adi Sankar AchArya . One nmay worship the Shiva |linga by
reciting this stotra and offering bilva | eaves.

eS:vip:G:ax:rst:®

nag:@lBaray: e*:1:6n:ay: B:smaaragay: mh&ray: .
en:ty:ay: S:@y: edg:mb:ray: t:smon:karay: nmH eS:vay: .. 1..

Salutations to Shiva, who wears the King of snakes as a

garl and, the Three-eyed God, whose body is sneared with
ashes, the great Lord, the eternal and pure One, who wears
the directions as His garnent, and who is represented by the
““na '' kAra (tern).
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m:ndaeken:- s:el:L:c:ndn:- c:ec:tiay:
nndiAr-)mT:naT- mh&ray: .
m:ndarpX@ - bhik® - s tay:

t:sm:om:karay: n:mH eS:vay: .. 2..

I bow to Shiva, who has been worshipped with water fromthe
gangA (mandAki ni) and annoi nted w th sandal wood paste, the
Lord of nandl, the Lord of the host of goblins and ghosts,
the great Lord, who is worshiped with nmandAra and nany ot her
ki nds of flowers, and who is represented by the

syllable ““ma. ''

eS:vaay: g:@ividn:abj: -viad -
s:yayi dx:aDv:rn:aS:kay: .
Ain:iL:kNYay: v:RDv:j:ay:
t:sm:ceS:karay: nmH eS:vay: .. 3..

Salutations to Shiva, who is all-auspiciousness, W is the
sun that causes the lotus face of Gaurl (PArvatl) to bl ossom
Who is the destroyer of the Yajna of daksha, whose throat is
bl ue (nllakaNTha), whose flag bears the enblemof the bull,
and who is represented by the syllable ““shi. "'

vesA-kiB:dv: -giomayii@ndO - démec:tiS:Bray: .
cand@xy - viAan:rl:Onay: t:smov:karay: nmH eSvay: .. 4..

Vasi shhTha, agastya, Gautanma, and ot her venerabl e sages, and
Indra and ot her Gods have worshi pped the head of (Shiva's
linga). | bow to that Shiva whose three eyes are the noon,
sun and fire, and who is represented by the syllable "~“va.

y:x:svi—p:ay: j:XaD:ray: ep:niakhstiay: s:niatiniay: .
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edvy:ay: déwy: edg:mb:ray: t:sm:Oy:karay: n:mH eS:vaay: .. 5..

Salutations to Shiva, who bears the formof a Yaksha, who
has matted hair on H's head, Who bears the pinAka bow

in Hs hand, the Prineval Lord, the brilliant God,

who i s diganbara (naked), and who is represented by the
syllable ““ya. "'

p:6:ax:rem:dop:@aoy:H p:Y@BCv:s:eAD::0.
eS:v:L::Bmv:apn::é: eS:v:d s:h m:ét:A.

Anyone who recites this sacred five-syllabled mantra,
(namaH shi vAya) near the Shiva (linga), attains the abode
of Shiva and rejoices there with Shiva.

.. Eet: AimcCliracay:év:rec:t: eS:vipWeax:r st:&s:mapt:o..

This docunent is fromthe Sanskrit Docunents site.
Pl ease send corrections to sanskrit@heerful.com
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