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naTar aaj astotra ,charaNa shR'i.nga rahita ( patanjali )

c:rN:S:&reht: n:Xraj:st:&n T

char aNashRi N*gar ahi ta naTaraaj astotram h
Send corrections to P. P . Narayanaswam at \tt swam @mth. nun. ca

This hymm is by Sage Patanjali, the author and conpiler of the fanobus
yogasuutra . Once upon a tinme, as the story of the origin of

the hymm goes, Nandi, Shiva's carrier would not allow Patanjali Mini to have
Darshan of the Lord Shiva (Nataraja of Chidanbaram). 1In order to reach Lord
Shiva, Patanjali, with his nastery over grammatical forns,

spont aneousl y conposed this prayer in praise of the

Lord wi thout using any extended ( diirgham) syllable,

(without “charaNa' and “shR*iNtga' i.e . leg and horn) to tease Nandi.

Shiva was quickly pleased, gave Darshan to the devotee, and danced to the
lilting tune of this song .

The place where this incidence is said to have happened is

Chi danbaram (al so known as Thillai), |located about a hundred mles

from Madras, Tamilnadu, India . It is considered to be one of the

holiest places inIndia . In this tenple, which has a gold covered roof,

Lord Nataraja is present in a cosnic-dancing form. Many books have been
witten on the greatness of the tenple and its deity and can also be inferred
fromvarious hymms conposed in praise of the Lord by the Shaiva

Si ddhanta Saints.

Pl ease refer to http://ww.geocities.com At hens/ 2583
for nore information and detail ed description of Shaiva Siddhanta.

The transl ation of the hymm is based on Snt . Usha Bhise's and is taken from
the book "caranasrngarahitam natarajastotram' This book al so contains a sanskrit
conmmentary on this stotra by Chandrakala . The book was published by Bharati

Sanskrta Vidya N ketanamin 1992—

.. AT:-c:rN:S:&reht: -n:Xraj:st:&n L.
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Heartily resort to the great dancer Shiva, residing in the holy place,
Chi danbaram . He is called Hara (the destroyer) who smashed the three cities
(of denon tripura). He is worshi pped by good people . Wile dancing he has
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lifted one foot which is bent . His lovely bracelets are set in notion of
dance novenents and hence are making a jingling sound . He is |ike
ointment to the eyes of Patanjali by whose application the vision gets
clear for receiving know edge . However, he is free fromcontam nati on of
any kind . He destroys the cycle of birth (and death). He possesses the

| ovel i ness of Kadanba tree; wears the sky as garnment . H's throat is dark
like the multitude of rainy clouds . He is the jewel in the ocean of
consciousness . He is the the Sun bl ossoming the |lotus- heart

of w se persons.

hroe*:p:@B:Wj:n:6Annt K& KEN:6AKNRdy: m:nt:reht:6
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Heartily resort to the great dancer, Shiva, residing in the holy

pl ace, Chidanbaram . He is the destroyer of the world, who destroys sin and
grants enanci pation . He has destroyed the three cities of denon tripura,
representing the three types of sorrows . He is wearing the great serpent,
ananta, like a bracelet . He is incessantly showering conpassion and is
endl ess . God Brahma, Indra and the other devatas neditate upon his feet.
The crescent noon adorns his crown.

The great one has crushed yama by his feet . H's body is decorated with ash.
He is inclined to brush aside cupid . His preciousness is saturated in
the syllable - AUM

Avnt:meK:1:6j:g:dB:a g:¥&B:@m:m:t:0D:&evD: @B EFert: T -
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Heartily resort to the great dancer, Lord Shiva, residing in the holy

pl ace, Chi danmbaram who protects all the world . Hs lofty place is due

to the indestructible good qualities . It is difficult to grasp his nature.

He has held crescent nmoon in his forehead . His matted hair is covetous

of holding the multitude of waves of the divine river, Ganga . He has dispelled
the vanity of Yama and is capable of delivering nmen fromthe pangs of

worldly Iife . The Lord of creatures, the auspicious God, in whose

hand a young deer is dancing, has spread his hands in all ten quarters.

The great destroyer has noon, fire and sun as his eyes.
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Anntnvirtnev:l:sitkXkeke@eN:J:1:63:1:3:1:63:L:rv:0
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Heartily resort to the great dancer, Shiva residing in the holy place,

Chi danbaram . The tiny bells attached to his bracelets which are shining

with i nnumerabl e gens of nine kinds are naking a sweet jingling sound.

The dancing novenents of his feet are acconpani ed by the drum

in the hands of Mikunda (vishnu) and vidhi (brahma). He is closely surrounded
by Vishnu, riding a chariot to which a bird (Garuda) is yoked, by kartikeya,
riding a charior to which a peacock is yoked, by a troupe of Gana-s
consisting of Srngi, Riti, Bhrngi etc headed by Nandi . Pronmi nent sages

| i ke Sananda and Sanaka are saluting his feet.

Annt:mhs:ée*:dS:vinys c:rN:ém@ Adnt:r v:s:ntmm: bm T
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Heartily resort to the great dancer, Lord Shiva, residing in the holy

pl ace called Chidanbaram . His lustre is beginningless and endless . H's feet
are revered by the gods . The pure one who is free fromall blenishes
resides in the interior of sages hearts . He wields a | ovely body nade

up of the follow ng conponents - water, sky, noon, earth, wind, fire,
sacrificer (atman) and Sun . His riches are infinite; he is the jewel of

the three worlds having three eyes, he is incline to smash the three cities
of Tripura . The god who takes pity (on the distressed) is saluted by Sage
Sananda.

Accnty:mel:v:ad ,ec: bnD:&g l:okert: kidl en:kbhb: Dv:Im T
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Heartily resort to the great dancer, Shiva, residing in the holy place,

Chi danbaram . He is not capabl e of being understood by the faculty of thinking.
His dark colored throat is attractive with its resenblance to the col our of

a nultitude of bees . His conmplexion is white |ike a bunch of blooni ng

Kunda flowers . He wears a glittering appearance when sal uted by Vishnu,

gods, and Indra, the killer of balasyre . His ear ornanent consists of

serpent . He is free fromfear and hence unnoved . However, he took pity

on Rati . He is a reservoir of all auspicious things for good persons.

The destroyer of Gajasure is the Lord of creatures, praised by Arjuna.

He is inclined to be delightful to persons who bow down to Hm

p:rés: @D rop: Erop:S: 0 en:t: dent:m: K \:Nm:KZh:m: &>
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Heartily resort to the great dancer Shiva residing in the

holy place Chidanbaram. He is the best anong gods, destroyer of the three
cities for the benefit of the world . That Lord of creatures has given

birth to el ephant-headed Ganesha for warding off obstacles and to

six-faced Karti keya for |eading divine arny . The benevol ent god

has hair that is brownish like gold . He is |like Sun who causes the bl ooning

of the lotus in the formof sage Sanaka . Having a mind kind to all, he
weilds the lustre of snow. His mind is not attached to anything, even to
Parvati . He has swal | owed poison arising out of ocean in order to save

the world fromits adverse effects . He is a store-house

of quailities, not conparable to anyone else . He has given boons to sage,
Sananda . Having a face which is delightful |ike the noon, he has attained
the blissful state.

AjJ:dexet:rT:68:.§28:p:2.0:80knk S:ée Dn@kris:tT
Ktk paQAC prS:egecr KB ,ec:orRm: , koc: dD:tm:o.
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Heartily resort to the great dancer, Lord Shiva, who resides in the
holy place, Chidanbaram and He is without birth . The earth itself
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is his chariot . The great serpent, Vasuki is his bowstring

The gol den peaked Meru is His bow . In H's hands shines a deer, a bhig
sword and an aze . He weilds a damaru (drun) which has the col or of

| ovel y kunmkuma . Miukunda hinself is his arrow . He effectively grants the
desire to those who salute him. The nultitude of Vedic texts are

his horses (or mind). The inconparabl e God acconpani ed by Chandi ka has
qui ckly destroyed the cities of denon tripura

AnaperpenT:nm: j:oexet: D:&®:rm:1:0k , N:y:ntimeK:1:0
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Heartily resort to the great dancer, Lord Shiva, who resides in the

holy place, Chidanbaram . Birthless, he is an eneny of Cupid . He bears the
burden of the earth, He is intensely conpassionate to all . The killer

of denon Andhaka is capable of holding buring fire . Gods headed by

Indra are constantly falling at Hs feet . He is having a body

whi ch has got the lustre of a group of hundred rising suns and is fragrant.
He is praised by Patanjali and is like a parrot in the cage of the syllable
Onkar a.

Eet: stvmm:@B§Y.p: 0. k&d)etedn:tp:Yet: y:H Ké&mEd
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S:ri)B:v: s:mB:v: hertpet: her)mEDedvy:n:€3S:¢rp:do
s: g:cCet: p:ron: t:gn;§2:en:eD:6p: rmdiK;j:n:kodert:dm L. 10..

Here ends the prai se song conposed by Patanjali who is an incarnation of

the great serpent Shesha . One who learns it by heart and recites it wll
find a seat in the assenbly of Gods . The praise song is charmng . The

words in it lead to the perception of the the Lord's pair of feet.

It flows on, being beginningless and endl ess (conposed of the neter
charaNashri.ngarahita). It contains the description of Shankara praised

by the divine beings headed by Brahnadeva, Lords of the Quarters and Vi shnu.
One who recites this hym, qui ckly reaches the hi ghest goal and does not steep
into the ocean of worldly existence which causes great sorrow and si nful ness.
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This docunent is fromthe Sanskrit Docunents site.
Pl ease send corrections to sanskrit @heerful.com
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